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Thurrock Connect IT Equipment Fund Guidance


About

The Thurrock Connect Connectivity Fund is part of the Voluntary Sector Capital Grants Programme.  This funding comes from the UK Social Prosperity Fund which is part of the national Levelling Up programme.  The overall ambition is to improve digital inclusion in Thurrock and improve digital access to local services, focused on those with poorer economic, social or health outcomes.

Why are you providing grants to provide IT equipment? 

Research and analysis by the Centre for Economics and Business Research (Cebr) have indicated that in the next ten years, almost seven million UK adults (12% of the UK population) will be left behind due to digital exclusion. 

Digital exclusion is the inability for an individual to make empowered and informed choices about their use or non-use of ICT-based practices. 

It is a problem that affects a section of the population who have unequal access and capacity to use ICT that are essential to fully participate in society. 

Digital exclusion is influenced by factors such as age, disability, skills, money, motivation and confidence. It can have negative consequences for social inclusion, economic opportunities and personal well-being.


How much funding is available? 

Community and voluntary groups can apply for a maximum of £8,000, depending on your organisation/group’s income to purchase IT equipment. 

Income			Maximum funding 

Under £50K			£2,000
Over £50K			£8,000

Match Funding

Match funding is part of the application process and is based on your organisation’s income.  As an example, if you applied for £1,000 and your organisation’s income was £10k, you would need to match fund 5% and this would be £50.  

Income			% Match			Example	Match 
Funding					Funding

Under £25K			5% 				£1,000		£50
£25-50K			10%				£1,000		£100
£50-75K			15%				£8,000		£1,200
Over £75K			20%				£8,000		£1,600



What can I apply for? 

Based on expert reviews and recommendations, a list of equipment is available to purchase.  If successful you can purchase any combination of the equipment up to the amount you have been awarded.  

List of Equipment

The list can be found on the Thurrock CVS Website.

What is excluded? 

This funding cannot support:

· internet provision costs eg: data or monthly internet provider
· equipment not on the approved list
· consumables for equipment eg: printer ink etc

Who can apply? 

Applicants must be: 

· A Community and/or voluntary group 
· Delivering community support in Thurrock for a minimum of 12 months
· Have paperwork such as a constitution as a minimum
· Members of Thurrock CVS
· Agree to register with Frontline (if applicable)

How will applications be judged? 

Successful applications will demonstrate that they will: 

· Increase in the number of socially excluded people accessing support 
· Increase in the number of people with basic skills following support
· Show the impact of having the equipment


How do we apply? 

Applicants must complete an application form and submit the following:

· appropriate paperwork concerning charitable status or constitution
· equipment choices up to the value of their application

If you are successful, you will be required to take part in a monitoring exercise and show how the equipment has made an impact to the people you support and work that you do.

When do applications need to be submitted and when does the fund close?
The fund opens on Monday 8th July 2024 and will close Sunday 11th August 2024.
Application Tips
Read the guidance carefully, particularly the part about
· What you can apply for
· The criteria
· How the applications are judged

FAQ
What if my group does not have any appropriate paperwork concerning charitable status or constitution?
All groups should have some sort of paperwork that sets out what the group does, how it operates, and its rules and principles.  It does not have to be a long document, just something clear and simple that covers, the name, purpose, members, meetings, finances, equal opportunities, and what happens if the group disbands. Thurrock CVS can provide you with a template to create one, or you can find many examples online.
Why do I have to register with Frontline?
Thurrock Frontline is a library of geographical support services and workers can use it to refer individuals to these services.  It is free to join and is used by lots of people to find out what services are in their area. Only health related groups are required to register with Frontline.
Why do I have to become a member of Thurrock CVS?
Thurrock CVS supports new and established voluntary and community organisations that are based in or supply services in Thurrock.  There is no cost to being a member of Thurrock CVS, however, once registered, you will have access to information, training, discounted room hire as well as support for your group or organisation. By being part of Thurrock CVS, your group contributes to a wider voice and the development of policies that impact on Thurrock and its residents.
How much money is available in the fund?
There is £80,000 in the fund
Can I apply for more money if the amount I am awarded does not cover the equipment I need?
No, the maximum amount you can apply for is £2,000 to £8,000 depending on your income.  You also need to contribute 20% in match funding.  
[bookmark: _Hlk170320754]E.g. 
Total cost of equipment 		£1000		
Community Group Contribution	£   50 

I would like to purchase different equipment; can I do this?
No, the equipment will be purchased as a bulk order based on successful applicants' choices.  All the equipment has been chosen on recommendations and reviews from experts. If there is something very specific that you do not see on the list, please put this within your application notes and this will be considered if there is enough requests for similar.
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