Thurrock Community Micro-Grants – Cost of Living

Criteria, Guidance and Application Process

What is Thurrock Community Micro-Grants – Cost of Living?
When individuals come together and work towards a shared vision, communities can thrive and become more resilient. Micro-Grants – Cost of Living, is aimed at supporting local communities to provide support to those most affected by the cost of living crisis. Let us come together and create a strong and vibrant community! 
Applications for funding up to £500 are now being accepted. We respectfully request that all applicants ensure their idea or planned event meets the necessary criteria before submitting their application. 
Thank you for your interest, and we look forward to reviewing your application. 
We're funding projects that support low income households and individuals facing severe challenges due to the increased cost of living.
These must include at least one of the following criteria:
· Food and emergency supplies – for example food pantries, clothes banks or the provision of hot meals, clothes or toiletries
· Warmth – like warm rooms and spaces
· Financial and housing advice – for example giving people advice around bills or budgeting because of the increased cost of living.
This could be a ‘one-stop shop’ model where people can access, for example, food, warmth and money advice services in a community setting. Or it could cover each individual service separately.
Applicants must agree to the following in order for applications to be eligible:
· Applicants must be members of Thurrock CVS (you can become a member prior to making your application)
· Encourage community engagement and be inclusive
· Submit a breakdown of costs and take reasonable steps to seek competitive prices for any purchase of items
· Agree to keep a record of the event or activity by way of photos, video or scrapbook to share with the wider community and encourage others to apply
· Agree to invite a representative of Thurrock CVS to your venue to see your activities in action and where appropriate take promotional photos. 
Funding applications are not accepted for the following:
· Projects that promote any faith or political system (faith projects supporting the wider community may be supported)
· Previous fund recipients that have not met their terms and conditions
· Projects that could be funded from other sources

Frequently Asked Questions
How much funding is available?
· Projects can apply for up to £500.
Who decides on the successful application? 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Decisions are made by a panel of community & voluntary sector representatives. The CVS Project Manager will sit on the panel as a non-voting member. Grants will be scored on the strength of the application, that it has clear and measureable outcomes, and provides value for money. We will also be aiming to fund projects from a variety of areas across Thurrock and a range of project types.
Examples of types of eligible applications:
· Purchase of slow cookers for a warm spaces centre to provide hearty meals for community members.
· Support people who do not have internet access to apply for pension credits / do a benefit check / research support available. 
· Create a warm space to support local residents during the winter months
· Pay for food hygiene training for new volunteers to be able to prepare food at a warm space venue, or support utility bills.
· Provide training to communities on budgeting, meal planning, cooking on a budget.
How will funds be administered? 
· Funds will be paid by bank transfer. Receipts of how the money has been spent should be kept and presented to Thurrock CVS if requested.
If your group does not have a bank account, contact Erika McCusker at Erika.mccusker@thurrockcvs.org, where alternative arrangements can be made.
When should you apply? 
· Deadline for this application is 15th October 2024
How to apply?
· You can apply online on the Thurrock CVS website, or you can request a paper application form from Erika.McCusker@thurruckcvs.org 
When will we find out if we are successful?
· Successful applicants will be notified by 5th November

Any enquiries, please contact Erika.McCusker@thurruckcvs.org or Thurrock CVS on 01375 389893
